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Enough time has passed that the items our City Council now address are of their own creation.  No longer are previous councils responsible for the “problems” being discussed.





I watched most of the evening meeting last week and couldn’t believe how many cans of worms the Council opened that it will have to address in the future.





Can-of-worms #1; Councilmember Keller has put forth the idea of purchasing 22 homes along the river on Rocca and Jesse to allow the river to flow in a more “natural” channel through the area where the homes are now.  However, someone has established a $200,000 “value” for each of these homes which have a market value of about $165,000.  





The Council will find that only a minority of the homes are owner occupied by people who were there prior to the 1982 flood.  The majority have either been purchased since then by people who knew about the flooding or are business investment rental units. (At a previous meeting, one woman mentioned she owned three.)





The Council’s problem will be how to make long time owner/residents whole without being accused of sweetheart deals with owner/investors, renters, and those who knowingly bought in the flood area.  This will be particularly embarrassing if instead of purchasing a “similar” home on the east side, the owner/resident moves to Oregon with his windfall.





Can-of-worms #2 is what happens to those not bought out?  Homes that are now a block away from the river and buffered from floods by the existing homes will find themselves on the new banks of the river.  Great for the view but now they will have the opportunity to be the first flooded.





Can-of-worms #3, the purchase of the homes along the river will cause the flood project to have to be redesigned.  This will delay the flood fix by two or more years.  Those having their homes bought will be gone but what happens to all those left behind along Payran in both directions when there is another flood?





Can-of-worms #4, cost for the purchase of these homes and the flood project redesign is expected to be between six and nine million dollars.  This is money that the City of Petaluma must come up with.  In our present tight budget situation, what will be cut to find this money?





Can-of-worms #5, with the west bank of the river moved towards Rocca and Jesse, the new $3.5 million bridge on Payran will end in the new “natural” channel.  If fill is brought in to raise the road above flood level, it will by definition become a dam.  An extended structure will mean even more money wasted. How will the Council avoid creating a Bridge-to-the-middle-of-the-river joke?





The reality of not having enough money to fix everything in the optimum manner is beginning to crash upon the Council.  The problems of the occupants of twenty two residences in a city of eighteen thousand residences have to be kept in perspective.





Our councilmembers seem to be either entranced by possible new solutions or unwilling to say “no” to people staring them in the face.  Perhaps by focusing on studying new solutions, the time when “no” must be said can be postponed.





Some version of this may be behind the method of killing Rainier.  But even that is about to open can-of-worms #6. When Rainier was selected as the location for the new interchange, the discussion about Skillman Lane being a bypass to Bodega was thought to be closed.  An interchange at Corona was strongly fought by residents of Skillman Lane.  People overlook that many in the county don’t want their rural lifestyle interrupted by recreational and “Sunday driver” traffic to the ocean.





Every solution
